Literary Terms for Honors/AP English (9th Grade)

	Grade
	Term
	Definition
	Example

	
	Abstract terms 
	A term that cannot be perceived by the senses—opposite concrete
	

	
	Act
	Major subdivision of a play


	

	
	Ad Hominem argument
	Argument that attacks an opponent rather than the ideas.  More emotional by nature.
	

	
	Allegory
	An allegory has characters, a setting, as well as other types of symbols that have both literal and figurative meanings.
	

	
	Alliteration
	The repetition of the same consonant sound in several words
	ATEN:all flocks frisk by there feet

	
	Allusion
	Reference to a person, place, or event from literature, history, religion, mythology, politics, sports, science, or pop culture
	“A wicked Noah’s Ark” G.E.

	
	Anachronism
	An event or object that does not fit the time period in which it is placed.
	

	
	Analogy
	Comparison made between two things to show how they are alike in some respects
	

	
	Analysis
	The explanation of one’s interpretation
	


Two unstressed syllables followed by a stressed syllable

	(˘  ˘    ′ / da da DAH)
	

	
	Anaphora
	The repetition of the same word(s) at the beginning of a line of poetry or a consecutive sentences.
	R&J “It is too quick, too rash, too sudden.”

	
	Anecdote
	A brief narrative or story to illustrate a point.
	

	
	Annotation
	A note added by way of comment or explanation
	

	
	Antagonist
	Character or force that blocks the protagonist
	G.E.-Mrs. Joe, Criminal

	
	Antecedent
	The word, phrase, or noun referred to by a pronoun.
	

	
	Antithesis
	A rhetorical opposition or contrast


	

	
	Aphorism
	Concise statement of a principle, truth, or sentiment
	The early bird catches the worm

	
	Apostrophe
	Addressing of an absent person or object
	ATEN: Splendid you rise in heavens like land

	
	Appeal, emotional
	Attempting to win an argument by playing on the emotions of people
	Illiad- When Priam appeals to Achilles about his father to get his son.

	
	Appeal, ethical
	Attempting to win an argument by appealing to one’s sense of fairness
	

	
	Appeal, logical
	Attempting to win an argument by appealing to one’s sense of intellect.
	

	

	Archetype
	A recurring symbol or character that is found in myth and literature across different cultures and eras
	Gilgamesh- An epic hero

	
	Argumentation
	Writing whereby the writer appeals to reason in order to persuade
	

	
	Aside 
	Words spoken by a character in a play to the audience or to another character but that are not meant to be overheard by others onstage
	Illiad-Achilles speaking to Athena

	
	Assonance
	Repetition of two or more vowel sounds in successive words

“Lean at my ease”
	

	
	Asyndeton
	Connecting a list without using a conjunction.
	Illiad- When Priam appeals to Achilles about his father to get his son

	
	Atmosphere
	The dominant or feeling that pervades all or part of a literary work..
	

	
	Attitude
	
	

	
	Aubade
	song or poem about lovers parting at dawn
	

	
	Authority
	A person who has knowledge or can speak with knowledge on a subject.
	

	
	Ballad
	A simple narrative verse that is sung


	

	
	Begging the Question
	Also called Circular Reasoning; Occurs when the believability of the evidence depends on the believability of the claim.
	

	
	Bildungsroman
	A novel about the moral and psychological growth of the main character
	G.E.

	
	Blank verse
	Poetry written in unrhymed iambic pentameter
	

	
	Cacophony
	a harsh, unpleasant combination of sounds
	

	
	Cadence
	A rhythmic flow of a sequence of sounds or words.
	

	
	Carpe Diem
	Seize the day/opportunity


	Oedipus Rex- “A man should only live for the present day”

	
	Catalog
	A list of people, things, or attributes


	Odyssey- description of Colipso’s cave

	
	Catharsis
	A cleansing of the spirit when feelings of pity and sorrow arise from tragedy.
	Oedipus Rex

	
	Causal Relationship
	Basically cause and effect.  One thing results from another
	

	
	Character, dynamic
	A character who changes as a result of the story’s events
	

	
	Character, flat
	A character who has only one or two traits, which can be described in a few words; has no depth
	

	
	Character, round
	A character who has many different character traits, which sometimes contradict one another
	

	
	Character, static
	A character who does not change much in the course of the story
	

	
	Characterization, direct
	Author reveals a character by stating directly what the his/her personality is like
	

	
	Characterization, indirect
	Author reveals a character through his/her appearance, speech, inner thoughts and feelings, actions or through the speech and/or thoughts of other characters
	

	
	Chiasmus
	a pattern in which the second part is balanced against the first but with the parts reversed
	

	
	Cliché
	An overused expression


	

	
	Climax 
	Moment of great emotional intensity or suspense in a plot; usually marks a moment when the conflict is decided one way or another; occurs at the end of the play – usually, in tragedy, with the deaths of the main characters.
	When Pip stole food from the pantry

	
	Coherence
	The quality of effective writing that comes from clear, logical connections among all the parts. 
	

	
	Colloquial
	Informal speech—slightly more formal than slang.
	

	
	Comedy
	A story with a happy ending (as opposed to a tragedy)
	

	
	Comic Relief
	Comic scene or event that breaks up a serious play or narrative
	

	
	Complications
	events that move plot forward
	G.E.- Stealing bread, having put up with guests

	
	Conceit
	An elaborate or strained metaphor


	

	
	Concrete Language
	A term that can be perceived by the senses—opposite abstract
	

	
	Conflict, Central
	The problem at the center of the story
	

	
	Conflict, External
	A struggle or clash between opposing characters or forces outside of a character’s mind
	Pip gets beat by the “tickler” G.E.

	
	Conflict, Internal
	A conflict or struggle which takes place entirely within a character’s own mind
	G.E. Pips conscience

	
	Connotation
	All the meanings, associations, or emotions that a word suggests
	

	
	Consonance
	The repetition of consonant sounds with differing vowel sounds in words near each other in a line or lines of poetry.
	

	
	Controlling Image
	The dominant image in a poem


	

	
	Couplet
	A style of poetry defined as a complete thought written in two lines with rhyming ends
	

	
	Couplet, heroic
	The most popular of the couplets is the heroic couplet. The heroic couplet consists of two rhyming lines of iambic pentameter usually having a pause in the middle of each line. 
	


Crisis

	(Turning Point)
	The moment in a plot at which a crucial action, decision, or realization occurs and that marks a turning point.
	G.E. - when Pip puts food down the leg of his pants
	

	
	Denotation
	The literal meaning of a word


	


Denouement

	(resolution)
	The final outcome of the main complication in a play or story
	“and they lived together happily ever after”
	

	
	Dialect
	Way of speaking that is characteristic of a particular group of people
	G.E. “warmit”

	
	Dialogue
	Two or more people talking


	

	
	Diction
	A writer’s or speaker’s choice of words
	

	
	Didactic
	For the purpose of teaching or correcting behavior
	

	
	Dionysian
	Being of a frenzied or orgiastic character
	

	
	Dirge
	A funeral song or tune


	

	
	Discourse
	Communication of thought by words; a talk.
	

	
	Either-Or Reasoning
	When a writer reduces an argument to only two polar opposites and ignores any  “gray” area.
	

	
	Elegy
	A poem or piece of prose lamenting on the death of a person or pet
	

	
	Ellipsis
	The omission of words that is implied in a sentence—often by the use of 3 periods (…)
	“The wind is his chariot, the moon his torch.”

	
	Empathy
	The ability to feel what others or characters feel.
	

	
	End-Stopped Line
	A line of poetry that has some type of punctuation at the end, which requires a pause on the part of the reader
	Illiad (line 75)-“Why all this anger of the god Apollo?”


Enjambment

	(run-on line)
	A line of poetry that has no punctuation at the end and requires no pause
	Illiad (line 95-96)-Until a reckoning day. Think well

if you save me.
	

	
	Epic
	long story told in elevated language (usually poetry), which relates the great deeds of a larger-than-life hero who embodies the values of a particular society
	

	
	Epigram
	A witty, thoughtful statement


	S.H.-“A man is nothing, the work is everything.”

	
	Epilogue
	A short chapter or section at the end of a literary work, sometimes detailing the fate of its characters
	

	
	Epiphany
	When a character suddenly experiences a deep realization about himself or herself; a truth which is grasped in an ordinary rather than a melodramatic moment
	

	
	Epistolary Novel
	A novel constructed primarily by the use of letters.
	

	
	Epithet
	Adjective or descriptive phrase that is regularly used to characterize a person, place, thing
	Mr. Wopsle & his nose-G.E.

	
	Euphemism
	Substitution of a mild or less negative word or phrase for a harsh or blunt one
	“Mr. Wopsles great aunt conquer a confirmed habit of living” G.E.

	
	Explication
	A logical analysis


	

	
	Exposition
	Type of writing that explains, gives information, defines or clarifies an idea
	Basic Situation


Exposition

	(Basic Situation)
	Establishes the setting, introduces some of the main characters, explains background, and introduces the characters’ main conflict.
	
	

	
	Fable
	Brief story in prose or verse that teaches a moral or practical lesson about how to get along in life
	

	
	Falling Action
	Presents events that result from the action taken at the turning point. These events usually lock the characters deeper and deeper into disaster.
	


Figurative Language

	(Figure of Speech)
	Word or phrase that describes one thing in terms of another and is not meant to be understood on a literal level; common examples are simile, metaphor, and personification
	
	

	
	Flashback
	Plot is interrupted to flash backward and tell what happened at an earlier time
	G.E.- Stealing the pie, 2nd conflict, tar water in brandy

	
	Foil
	Character used as a contrast to another character
	

	
	Foreshadowing
	Clues to events occurring later in the plot
	

	
	Free Verse
	Poetry that does not have a regular meter or rhyme scheme
	

	
	Genre
	One of the categories, based on form, style, or subject matter, into which artistic works of all kinds can be divided.
	Mystery, Science Fiction, Novel

	
	Haiku
	Japanese verse form consisting of three lines and, usually, seventeen syllables (five in the first line, seven in the second, and five in the third)
	

	
	Hubris
	Exaggerated pride or self-confidence that leads a protagonist to disregard a divine warning or to violate an important moral law
	Odysseus, Oedipus

	
	Hyperbole
	Figure of speech that uses exaggeration to express strong emotion or to create a comic effect; also called overstatement
	R&J “O, ‘tis twenty years till then!”

	
	Idiom
	Expression peculiar to a language that means something different from the literal meaning of each word
	

	
	Idyll
	A lyric poem describing an ideal life or place!
	

	
	Imagery
	Language that appeals to the senses


	

	
	Imparative
	command
	“Stop!” “Halt!”

	
	In Medias Res
	When the author begins the story in the middle of the plot
	The Odyssey

	
	Inference
	An often-logical conclusion based on clues and evidence in writing.
	

	
	Invective
	Speech or writing that denounces a person or cause. Employs a heavy use of negative emotional language
	Illiad- Achilles calls Agamemnon “Dog face”

	
	Inversion
	reversal of normal word order of a sentence
	(Yoda speak) Illiad p.258 line 125

	
	Invocation
	prayer
	Illiad- prayer to the Muses

	
	Irony, dramatic
	The reader or audience knows something that the character in a play or story does not know
	

	
	Irony, situational
	A contradiction between what we expect to happen and what really does take place
	

	
	Irony, verbal
	A writer or speaker says one thing but really means something completely different
	

	
	Lampoon
	A violent, satirical attack against a person or institution
	

	
	Language Devices
	The use of any rhetorical devices when writing.
	

	
	Limerick
	A form of light verse, often nonsensical, that contains 5 lines with a set rhyme scheme
	

	
	Litotes
	A form of understatement in which the negative is used to make the point.
	“Then do so, but not all of us will praise you”-Illiad-Athena to Zeus

	
	Lyric
	Reflective poetry with regular rhyme schemes and rhythm.
	

	
	Metaphor
	figure of speech that makes a comparison between two unlike things, without the use of the word like, as, than, or resembles.
	Sundiata- “I am the wild ram of the rocks.”

	
	Metaphor, extended
	A common metaphor that continues its comparison for a reasonable length of time.
	

	
	Meter
	A regular pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in a line of poetry
	

	
	Meter: Anapest
	Two unstressed syllables followed by a stressed syllable

( ˘  ˘ ′  / da da DAH)
	


One stressed syllable followed by two unstressed syllables 

	( ′  ˘  ˘ / DAH da da)
	


a line of poetry containing five iambic feet; much of Shakespeare’s drama and poetry is written in iambic pentameter. 

(da DAH / da DAH / da DAH / da DAH / da DAH)

	( ′  ˘ / ′  ˘ / ′  ˘ / ′  ˘ / ′  ˘)
	


Two stressed syllables 

	( ′   ′ / DAH DAH)
	

	
	Meter: Trochee
	A stressed syllable followed by an unstressed syllable  ( ′  ˘ / DAH da)
	

	
	Metonymy
	A figure of speech that uses the name of one thing to represent something else with which it is associated.
	“White House” “Hollywood” “Troy” “Satis House”

	
	Monologue
	a speech made by one person speaking his or her thoughts aloud or directly addressing a reader, audience, or character
	

	
	Montage
	A quick succession of images.


	

	
	Mood
	The emotional responses that a piece of literature stimulates in the reader.
	

	
	Moral
	The lesson a reader infers from a story, poem, etc.
	

	
	Motif
	A device that serves to unify a theme.
	

	
	Motivation
	Why characters act they way they do.
	

	
	Muses
	any of the nine sister goddesses in Greek mythology presiding over song and poetry and the arts and sciences; used by authors as a source of inspiration
	

	
	Myth
	Traditional story that is rooted in a particular culture, is basically religious, and usually serves to explain a belief, a ritual, or a mysterious natural phenomenon
	

	
	Narration
	Type of writing or speaking that tells about a series of related events
	

	
	Narrative Devices 
	Any device that helps to tell a story.
	

	
	Nonsequitur
	When one statement does not logically connect to one it follows.
	

	
	Ode
	A lyric verse usually marked by serious respectful feelings towards the subject.
	

	
	Onomatopoeia
	The use of words that sound like what they mean
	bleating ewes

	
	Oxymoron
	Combination of contradictory terms


	

	
	Parable
	a brief story that illustrates a moral or religious lesson
	

	
	Paradox
	Statement or situation that seems to be a contradiction but reveals a truth
	R&J- My only love spurns up from my only hate.

	
	Parallelism
	The grammatical or rhetorical framing of words, phrases, sentences, or paragraphs to give structural similarity.
	Gettysburg Address: “government of the people, by the people, for the people.”

	
	Parody
	a literary or musical work in which the style of an author or work is closely imitated for comic effect or in ridicule
	

	
	Participle
	a verb form use as an adjective, usually ending in “ed” or “ing”
	“running water”              Odyssey- “Squirming Puppies”

	
	Pastoral
	Dealing with rural life.


	

	
	Pathos
	The element of literature that stimulates pity or sorrow.
	

	
	Patronymics
	using fathers name
	Odyssey- “I am Laertes son”

	
	Pedantic
	An adjective that describes a tone that is overly scholarly, academic, or bookish.
	

	
	Persona
	The fictional voice or identity of someone.
	

	
	Personification
	Kind of metaphor in which a nonhuman thing or quality is talked about as if it were human
	ATEN: “Your rays embrace the kind.”

	
	Persuasive Devices
	Any rhetorical devices that persuades.
	

	
	Poetic Foot
	Usually consists of one stressed syllable and one or more unstressed syllables; the basic building block of meter
	


Point of View, 

	first person
	The narrator is actually a character telling the story using the pronoun “I.”
	G.E.
	


Point of View, 

	third person omniscient
	The person telling the story knows everything about the characters and their problems.
	The Hot Zone
	


Point of View, 

	third person limited
	The narrator zooms in on the thoughts and feelings of just one character.
	Teachers note home
	

	
	Polysyndeton
	The connection of a list using only conjunctions and avoiding commas.
	“and sinks, or swims, or wades, or creeps, or flies”-Milton’s Paradise Lost 

	
	Post hoc, ergo propter hoc
	“After this, therefore because of this.”  When a writer implies that because one thing follows another, the first caused the second.
	

	
	Prologue
	An introduction


	

	
	Prose
	Spoken or written language which is not poetry (short stories, novel, essays, biographies, etc.)
	

	
	Protagonist
	Main character in fiction or drama


	G.E. Pip

	
	Pun
	Play on the multiple meanings of a word or on two words that sound alike but have different meanings
	

	
	Quatrain
	A stanza of four lines


	

	
	Red Herring
	When a writer raises an irrelevant issue to draw attention away from the real issue.
	

	
	Repetition
	Purposely repeating a word or phrase to emphasize.
	

	
	Rhetorical Question
	Question that does not require an answer
	

	
	Rhyme, approximate

Or

Slant rhyme
	Unlike “head-on rhymes” like “June” and “moon” or “hollow” and “follow,” they are words that repeat some sounds but are not exact echoes; also called half rhymes, off rhymes, or slant rhymes; also called imperfect rhymes
	

	
	Rhyme, internal
	Rhyming that occurs inside of a line of poetry
	

	
	Rhyme scheme
	A regular pattern of rhyme


	

	
	Rhythm
	Musical quality in language produced by repetition
	

	
	Rising Action
	Consists of a series of complications as the main characters take action to resolve their problems.
	

	
	Satire
	a type of writing that ridicules something – a person, a group of people, humanity at large, an attitude or failing, a social institution – in order to reveal a weakness
	G.E.

Simsons

South Park

	
	Scansion
	Analyzing a poem to show it’s meter


	

	
	Scene
	Subdivision of an Act of a play


	

	
	Segue (transition)
	A transition from one idea to another.
	

	
	Sentence, Inverted or Inversion
	A sentence where the typical word order is jumbled.
	

	
	Sentence, Loose
	A sentence where the main idea comes first, followed by extra ideas
	

	
	Sentence, periodic
	A sentence where the main idea comes first, followed by extra ideas
	

	
	Simile
	Figure of speech that makes a comparison between two unlike things, using a word such as like, as, than, or resembles.
	


Simile, 

	Homeric or Epic
	An extended simile, characteristic of epic poetry
	
	

	
	Slang
	Informal words and expressions considered nonstandard in a language or dialect
	

	
	Soliloquy
	Technique used by a playwright in which a character onstage alone expresses his or her thoughts aloud in an unusually long speech
	


Sonnet, English


Fourteen-line lyric poem usually written in iambic pentameter, 

has three quatrains and a couplet, 

	rhyme scheme is abab cdcd efef gg
	

	
	Sonnet, Italian (also called Petrarchan sonnet)
	Fourteen line poem broken into an octave (abba abba) and sestet of varying rhyme schemes but seldom ending in a couplet like the English sonnet
	

	
	Stanza
	Group of consecutive lines in a poem that form a single unit
	

	
	Stereotype
	Fixed idea or conception of a character that does not allow for any individuality
	

	
	Straw Man
	When a writer argues against a claim that nobody actually holds or is universally considered weak.  Setting up a straw man diverts attention from the real issues.
	

	
	Stream of Consciousness 
	A narrative method used in modern fiction in which the narrator records in detail thoughts that pass through the character’s mind
	

	
	Suspense
	Uncertainty or anxiety the reader feels about what is going to happen next in a story
	

	
	Syllogism
	A method of reasoning whereby A=B, B=C, therefore A = C
	

	
	Symbol
	Person, place, thing, or event that stands for itself and for something beyond itself as well
	“A set of wheels” “You cold cold heart”GE

	
	Synecdoche
	A figure of speech in which part of an object signifies the whole.
	

	
	Synesthesia
	The combining of two senses or when one type of stimulation evokes the sensation of another 
	

	
	Syntax
	A word that simply refers to sentences and sentence structure.
	

	
	Theme
	The central idea of a work of literature
	

	
	Thesis
	The statement that offers the primary opinion of the writer.
	

	
	Tone
	Attitude a writer takes toward the audience, a subject, or a character
	

	
	Tragedy
	A narrative about serious and important actions that end unhappily, usually with the death(s) of the main character(s).
	

	
	Tragic Flaw / Hamartia
	The personality weakness of a character that causes his/her downfall.
	Odysseus, Oedipus

	
	Understatement
	Expressing an idea with less emphasis or in a lesser degree than is the actual case. The opposite of hyperbole. Understatement is employed for ironic emphasis.
	

	
	Unreliable Narrator
	a narrator who may view things from a particular perspective, thus coloring his/her narration of the events
	

	
	Unity
	The quality of effective writing whereby all the parts relate to the author’s main idea and purpose.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Home Book :   Dickens, Charles. Great Expectations. Austin: HRW, n.d.

            G.E.:    Great Expectations

            R&J:     Romeo and Juliet                                                             

            S.H.:     Sherlock Holmes
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