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	#
	Term
	Definition
	Example

	1
	Abstract Terms
	A term that cannot be perceived by the senses - opposite concrete.
	-

	2
	Ad Hominem Argument
	Argument that attacks an opponent rather than the ideas. More emotional by nature.
	Bill Clinton is a jerk.

	3
	Alliteration
	The repetition of the same consonant sound in several words.
	Marisa makes muffins.

	4
	Allusion
	Reference to a person, place, or event from literature, history, politics, religion, mythology, sports, science or pop culture.
	Zeus, Babe Ruth, Noah’s Ark, George Bush

	5
	Anachronism
	An event or object that does not fit the time period in which it’s placed.
	A caveman with a computer

	6
	Analogy
	Comparison made between two things to show how they are alike in some respects
	Pencil is to writing as crayon is to coloring

	7
	Anaphora
	The repetition of the same word(s) at the beginning of a line of poetry or a consecutive sentence
	I have a dream…

	8
	Anecdote
	A brief narrative or story to illustrate a point
	-

	9
	Antithesis
	A rhetorical opposition or contrast. An opposite idea or thesis.
	It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.

	10
	Aphorism
	Concise statement of a principle, truth, or statement.
	-

	11
	Apostrophe
	Addressing an absent person or object
	O’ stapler, you are so beautiful

	12
	Appeal, emotional
	Attempting to win an argument by playing on the emotions of people
	-

	13
	Appeal, ethical
	Attempting to win an argument by appealing to one’s sense of fairness
	-

	14
	Appeal, logical
	Attempting to win an argument by appealing to one’s sense of intellect.
	-

	15
	Asyndeton
	Connecting a list without using a conjunction
	I ate candy, cake, caramels.

	16
	Authority
	A person who has knowledge or can speak with knowledge on a subject.
	-

	17
	Cacophony
	A harsh, unpleasant combination of sounds
	-

	18
	Catalog
	A list of people, things, or attributes
	-

	19
	Cliché
	An overused expression
	24/7

	20
	Coherence
	The quality of effective writing that comes from clear, logical connections among the parts.
	-

	21
	Colloquial
	Informal speech - slightly more formal than slang
	Language in lunchroom vs. in the classroom

	22
	Conceit
	An elaborated or strained metaphor
	Extended metaphor

	23
	Concrete Language
	A term that can be perceived by the senses - opposite abstract.
	-

	24
	Connotation
	All the meanings, associations, or emotions that a word suggests.
	“cool” meaning “awesome”

	25
	Denotation
	The literal meaning of a word
	“cool” meaning “cold”

	26
	Dialogue
	Two or more people talking
	-

	27
	Diction
	A writer’s or speakers choice of words.
	-

	28
	Didactic
	For the purpose of teaching or correcting behavior
	-

	29
	Discourse
	Communication of thought by words; a talk

(shows up a lot)
	-

	30
	Ellipsis
	The omission of words that are implied in a sentence - often by the use of three periods (…)
	Joseph is smarter than Mr. Buettner (example without …)(implies that Joseph is smarter than Mr.B)

	31
	Empathy
	The ability to feel what others or characters feel.
	-

	32
	Epigram
	A witty thoughtful statement
	A penny is a penny earned.

	33
	Epithet
	Adjective or descriptive phrase that is regularly used to characterize a person, place, or thing.
	-

	34
	Euphemism
	Substitution of a mild or less negative word or phrase for a harsh or blunt one.
	“Nerd” vs. “Academically Gifted”

	35
	Exposition
	Type of writing that explains, gives information, defines or clarifies an idea
	-

	36
	Figurative Language (Figure of Speech)
	Word or phrase that describes one thing in terms of another and is not meant to be understood on a literal level; common examples are simile, metaphor, and personification.
	Red like a rose.

	37
	Flashback
	Plot is interrupted to flash backward and tell what happened at an earlier time
	-

	38
	Foreshadowing
	Clues to events occurring later in the plot
	-

	39
	Genre
	One of the categories, based on form, style, or subject matter, into which an artistic works of all kinds can be divided.
	-

	40
	Hyperbole
	Figure of speech that uses exaggeration to express strong emotion or to create a comic effect; also called overstatement.
	Millions of students go to LHS

	41
	Invective
	Speech or writing that denounces a person or cause. Employs a heavy use of negative emotional language.
	-

	42
	Irony, verbal
	A wrier or speaker says one thing but really means something completely different.
	Tiger Woods is a bad golfer

	43
	Language Devices
	The use of any rhetorical devices when writing.
	D.D.S.F.C.R.I.F.

	44
	Litotes
	A form of understatement in which the  negative is used to make the point.
	Tiger Woods is not a bad golfer.

	45
	Metaphor
	Figure of speech that makes a comparison between two unlike things, without the use of the word like, as, than, or resembles.
	Life is a box of chocolates.

	46
	Metonymy
	A figure of speech that uses the name of one thing to represent something else with which it is associated. (Metaphor)
	The Crown spoke, the White House responded.

	47
	Narration
	Type of writing or speaking that tells about a series or related events
	-

	48
	Narrative Devices
	Any device that helps to tell a story
	BPOV, Flashback, Dialog

	49
	Nonsequitur
	When one statement does not logically connect to one it follows
	Tori is reading. Matthew is hungry.

	50
	Onomatopoeia
	The use of words that sound like what they mean
	Buzz, Crash, Bang

	51
	Oxymoron
	Combination of contradictory terms
	Jumbo Shrimp

	52
	Paradox
	Statement or situation that seems to be a contradiction but reveals a truth
	The rich king was actually poor.

	53
	Parallelism
	THe grammatical or rhetorical framing of words, phrases, sentences, or paragraphs to give structural similarity.
	Brian ate at Wendy’s, Tom ate at Applebees.

	54
	Pastoral
	Dealing with rural life.
	-

	55
	Pedantic
	An adjective that describes a tone that is overly scholarly, academic, or bookish.
	-

	56
	Personification
	Kind of metaphor in which a nonhuman thing or quality is talked about as if it were human.
	The tree screamed in the wind

	57
	Polysyndeton
	The connection of a list using only conjunctions and avoiding commas.
	I ate candy and cake and caramels.

	58
	Prose
	Spoken or written language which is not poetry.
	short stories, novels, essays, biographies

	59
	Pun
	Play on multiple meanings of a word or on two words that sound alike but have different meanings.
	sun vs. son

	60
	Repetition
	Purposely repeating a word or phrase to emphasize.
	-

	61
	Rhetorical Question
	Question that does not require an answer
	-

	62
	Satire
	A type of writing that ridicules something - a person, a group, if people, humanity at large, an attitude or failing, a social institution - in order to reveal a weakness.
	-

	63
	Segue

(Transition)
	A transition from one idea to another
	Furthermore…

	64
	Sentence, Loose
	A sentence where the main idea comes first, followed by extra ideas
	I ate lunch before I went to school.

	65
	Sentence, Periodic
	A sentence where the main idea comes last, with extra ideas in the beginning.
	Before I went to school I ate lunch.

	66
	Simile
	Figure of speech that makes a comparison between two unlike things, using a word such as like, as, than, or resembles.
	Life is like a box of chocolate.

	67
	Stream of Consciousness
	A narrative method used in modern fiction in which the narrator records in detail thoughts that pass through the character’s mind.
	-

	68
	Syllogism
	A method of reasoning whereby A=B, B=C, therefore A=C.
	1.) All men fat, 2.) Mr. B is man, 3.) Mr. B is fat

	69
	Symbol
	Person, place, thing, or event that stands for itself and for something beyond itself as well.
	Our flag represents freedom

	70
	Synesthesia
	The combining of two senses or when one type of stimulation evokes the sensation of another
	-Purple Music

-Bitter Feel

	71
	Syntax
	A word that simply refers to sentences and sentence structure.
	(anything from Art S.S.)

	72
	Thesis
	The statement that offers the primary opinion of the writer.
	-

	73
	Understatement
	Expressing an idea with less emphasis or in a lesser degree than is the actual case. The opposite of hyperbole. Understatement is employed for ironic emphasis.
	AP exams are easy!
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