
	Term
	Definition
	Example

	Alliteration
	The repetition of the same consonant sound in several words
	ATEN:all flocks frisk by there feet

	Allusion
	Reference to a person, place, or event from literature, history, religion, mythology, politics, sports, science, or pop culture
	“A wicked Noah’s Ark” G.E.

	Analogy
	Comparison made between two things to show how they are alike in some respects
	

	Anaphora
	The repetition of the same word(s) at the beginning of a line of poetry or a consecutive sentences.
	R&J “It is too quick, too rash, too sudden.”

	Antagonist
	Character or force that blocks the protagonist
	G.E.-Mrs. Joe, Criminal

	Aphorism
	Concise statement of a principle, truth, or sentiment
	The early bird catches the worm

	Apostrophe
	Addressing of an absent person or object
	ATEN: Splendid you rise in heavens like land

	Asyndeton
	Connecting a list without using a conjunction.
	Illiad- When Priam appeals to Achilles about his father to get his son

	Bildungsroman
	A novel about the moral and psychological growth of the main character
	G.E.

	Catalog
	A list of people, things, or attributes


	Odyssey- description of Colipso’s cave

	Catharsis
	A cleansing of the spirit when feelings of pity and sorrow arise from tragedy.
	Oedipus Rex

	Characterization, direct
	Author reveals a character by stating directly what the his/her personality is like
	

	Characterization, indirect
	Author reveals a character through his/her appearance, speech, inner thoughts and feelings, actions or through the speech and/or thoughts of other characters
	

	Character, dynamic
	A character who changes as a result of the story’s events
	

	Character, flat
	A character who has only one or two traits, which can be described in a few words; has no depth
	

	Character, round
	A character who has many different character traits, which sometimes contradict one another
	

	Character, static
	A character who does not change much in the course of the story
	

	Chiasmus
	a pattern in which the second part is balanced against the first but with the parts reversed
	

	Climax 
	Moment of great emotional intensity or suspense in a plot; usually marks a moment when the conflict is decided one way or another; occurs at the end of the play – usually, in tragedy, with the deaths of the main characters.
	When Pip stole food from the pantry

	Conflict, External
	A struggle or clash between opposing characters or forces outside of a character’s mind
	Pip gets beat by the “tickler” G.E.

	Conflict, Internal
	A conflict or struggle which takes place entirely within a character’s own mind
	G.E. Pips conscience


Crisis

	(Turning Point)
	The moment in a plot at which a crucial action, decision, or realization occurs and that marks a turning point.
	G.E. - when Pip puts food down the leg of his pants

	Dialect
	Way of speaking that is characteristic of a particular group of people
	G.E. “warmit”


Denouement

	(resolution)
	The final outcome of the main complication in a play or story
	“and they lived together happily ever after”

	Ellipsis
	The omission of words that is implied in a sentence—often by the use of 3 periods (…)
	“The wind is his chariot, the moon his torch.”

	Epiphany
	When a character suddenly experiences a deep realization about himself or herself; a truth which is grasped in an ordinary rather than a melodramatic moment
	

	Epithet
	Adjective or descriptive phrase that is regularly used to characterize a person, place, thing
	Mr. Wopsle & his nose-G.E.

	Euphemism
	Substitution of a mild or less negative word or phrase for a harsh or blunt one
	“Mr. Wopsles great aunt conquer a confirmed habit of living


Exposition

	(Basic Situation)
	Establishes the setting, introduces some of the main characters, explains background, and introduces the characters’ main conflict.
	

	Foreshadowing
	Clues to events occurring later in the plot
	

	Hubris
	Exaggerated pride or self-confidence that leads a protagonist to disregard a divine warning or to violate an important moral law
	Odysseus, Oedipus

	Hyperbole
	Figure of speech that uses exaggeration to express strong emotion or to create a comic effect; also called overstatement
	R&J “O, ‘tis twenty years till then!”

	Imagery
	Language that appeals to the senses


	

	In Medias Res
	When the author begins the story in the middle of the plot
	The Odyssey

	Inversion
	reversal of normal word order of a sentence
	(Yoda speak) Illiad p.258 line 125

	Irony, dramatic
	The reader or audience knows something that the character in a play or story does not know
	

	Irony, situational
	A contradiction between what we expect to happen and what really does take place
	

	Irony, verbal
	A writer or speaker says one thing but really means something completely different
	

	Litotes
	A form of understatement in which the negative is used to make the point.
	“Then do so, but not all of us will praise you”-Illiad-Athena to Zeus

	Metaphor
	figure of speech that makes a comparison between two unlike things, without the use of the word like, as, than, or resembles.
	Sundiata- “I am the wild ram of the rocks.”

	Paradox
	Statement or situation that seems to be a contradiction but reveals a truth
	R&J- My only love spurns up from my only hate.

	Parallelism
	The grammatical or rhetorical framing of words, phrases, sentences, or paragraphs to give structural similarity.
	Gettysburg Address: “government of the people, by the people, for the people.”

	Patronymics
	using fathers name to describe yourself
	

	Personification
	Kind of metaphor in which a nonhuman thing or quality is talked about as if it were human
	ATEN: “Your rays embrace the kind.”

	Plot Complications
	part of the plot when conflicts develop and suspense is built
	

	Polysyndeton
	The connection of a list using only conjunctions and avoiding commas.
	“and sinks, or swims, or wades, or creeps, or flies”-Milton’s Paradise Lost 

	Protagonist
	Main character in fiction or drama


	G.E. Pip

	Repetition
	Purposely repeating a word or phrase to emphasize.
	

	Simile
	Figure of speech that makes a comparison between two unlike things, using a word such as like, as, than, or resembles.
	


Simile, 

	Homeric or Epic
	An extended simile, characteristic of epic poetry
	

	Suspense
	Uncertainty or anxiety the reader feels about what is going to happen next in a story
	

	Symbol
	Person, place, thing, or event that stands for itself and for something beyond itself as well
	“A set of wheels” “You cold cold heart”GE

	Theme
	
	

	Tragic Flaw / Hamartia
	The personality weakness of a character that causes his/her downfall.
	Odysseus, Oedipus



